Toxic megacolon complicating ulcerative colitis and Crohn's disease.
The clinical, laboratory and radiological data of 17 cases of toxic megacolon (TM) complicating either ulcerative colitis (UC) or Crohn's disease (CD), referred to the Department of Clinica Chirurgica II of the University of Bologna in a twenty year-period, are reviewed. The surgical strategies and results are compared and discussed, and the mortality and morbidity considered along with the important advances in resuscitative medicine and the employment of total parenteral nutrition (TPN).